How Congress Works

Congressional Leaders
>Majority Leader is the floor leader of the majority party that makes sure that the laws that congress passes are in the best interest of his/her political party
.

>Minority Leader is the floor leader of the minority party that works diligently for his/her political party.

>Party Whips assist each floor leader, his/her job is to keep track of how party members vote and to persuade all members of hi/her party to vote together on issues

House of Representatives




>Speaker of the House is the overall leader of the in the House Representatives



Speaker is a member of the majority party, has experience, and tenure.


Senate 

>the VP is the Pres. of the Senate: the VP takes no part in the legislative process in the Senate and may only vote when there is a tie.
>President ProTempore of the Senate is the overall leader of the majority party in

      the Senate

Congressional Committees

>In the interest of time, all bills (proposed laws) must go through a committee before being voted on by the full House or Senate.  Bills are researched, discussed, and often revised by these committees.  There are three types of committees:  standing committees, select committees, and joint committees.

>A standing committee is a permanent committee that specialized in a particular topic.  For example, both houses have standing committees on agriculture, commerce, and veterans’ affairs. 

   Standing committees are divided into subcommittees, or smaller groups, that handle more specialized problems.  
>A select committee is a temporary committee that deals with a special need that arises.  Hurricane Katrina received its own select committee.  One of NC’s own Reps. is on this committee – Sue Myrick (R) 9th district.  These select committees can last a few weeks, months or a few years.

>Occasionally, joint committees must be called.  Joint committees are composed of members of both houses of Congress who are called to consider specific issues.  There is a special type of joint committee, a conference committee, which helps the House and Senate, agree on the details of a proposed law.  

Committee Membership

>Committee membership is determined by tenure or seniority.  The most desirable committee assignments are given to the senators and representatives who have served the longest in congress.  Chairpersons of committees are typically the most senior member of the majority party in congress at that time.  There is a limit of 3 consecutive terms as chairperson.  

>The leaders of the political parties control committee membership.  This political party is allowed to select more than half of the committee members, which typically means they control what takes place in each committee.   

