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The Legislative Branch
Use the United States Constitution on page 94 of your Civics Today book to answer the following questions. 

Section 1: Legislative Powers

· What kind of power does Congress have?

· How many houses are there in Congress?

· Name 2 Houses in Congress.

Section 2: House of Representatives

· Clause 1

· How long is the term for a Representative?

· Clause 2

· What Qualifications are there to be a Representative?

· Clause 3

· How do we determine the number of representatives for each state?

· Clause 4

· How do we fill vacancies in the House?

· Clause 5

· Who elects the Speaker of the House?

· What specific power is given to the House in this clause?

· What is “impeachment”?

Section 3: Senate

· Clause 1

· How many senators are there from each state?

· How long is each senator’s term?

· How many votes does each senator receive in Congress?

· Clause 2

· How many Senators are elected every 2 years?

· Clause 3

· What are the qualifications to be a Senator?

· Clause 4

· Who is the president of the Senate?

· When does the Vice President vote?

· Clause 5

· Who chooses the other officers of the Senate?

· Who is the President Pro Tempore?

· Clause 6 

· What specific power is given to the Senate in this clause?

· When does the Chief Justice preside over an impeachment trial?

· What vote is required for conviction?

· Clause 7

· What is the punishment of an individual found guilty in an impeachment trial?

Section 4: Elections and Meetings

· Clause 1

· Whose job is it to set when Senators and Representatives are chosen? 

· There was a law passed concerning the time we elect Congressmen/women… When do these elections occur (read side note).

· Clause 2

· How often is Congress required to meet?

· What does the 20th Amendment say about meetings of Congress?

Section 5: Legislative Proceedings

· Clause 1

· What term is used in this clause that means “the majority of the members present?”

· In reality, will Congress meet without having a Quorum?

· What happens if roll is called and Quorum is not present?

· Clause 2

· Who determines the rules of each of the houses?


· Who punishes disorderly behavior in each of the houses?

· Clause 3

· What must be kept in both houses of Congress?

· Clause 4 

· Who must approve suspended proceedings of longer than three days in the House of Representatives?

· Who must approve suspended proceedings of longer than three days in the Senate?

· What other restriction is placed on the location of where the houses meet?

Section 6: Compensation, Immunities and Disabilities of Members

· Clause 1

· Who sets the pay of Senators and Representatives?

· Where do we get the money to pay Congressmen/women?

· What immunity / privileges are given to Congressmen?

· What exceptions are there to this immunity?

Section 7: Passing Laws

· Clause 1

· In what house do revenue bills begin?

· What actions can the President take concerning a bill passed by Congress?

· What happens if the President does not sign a bill and Congress adjourns?

Section 8: Powers of Congress

Section 9: Powers Denied to Congress


(List any 5 power denied to Congress)


1.


2.


3.


4.


5.

Section 10: Powers Denied to the States


(List any 5 powers denied to the States)


1.


2.


3.


4.


5.

